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Understand the different aspects of the REACh restriction with the help of 10 examples taken from Annex XVII.
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A restriction can take many different forms, depending on many different aspects. The combinations are numerous, making each substance a special case. To help you, this document presents ten examples of entries in REACh Annex XVII, each focusing on one of the important aspects that can form part of a restriction. This will give you the keys to interpreting any entry in Annex XVII and checking whether it applies to you.







The restriction is based on :
· identified risks (example 1);
· operational conditions (example 2) or risk management measures (example 3).
A restriction is very often partial:
· one or more life cycle stages: industrial use (example 4), professional use (example 5), consumer use (examples 6 and 7);
· one or more application sectors (examples 8 and 9);
· with exceptions (example 10).
Example 1 - Restriction based on a description of risks (hazards and/or exposures)
Entry 3 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns "Liquid substances or mixtures which are considered hazardous within the meaning of the definitions in Directive 67/548/EEC and Directive 1999/45/EC". It is therefore on the basis of a knowledge of the hazards that bans apply, among other things, "in decorative articles intended to produce light or color effects obtained by different phases, for example in ambient lamps and ashtrays".
Entry 6 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns dioctyltin compounds (DOTs). On the basis of a risk increased by a particular route of exposure, skin contact, this entry bans articles when their tin concentration exceeds the equivalent of 0.1%, and furthermore when the article is: a textile intended to come into contact with the skin, gloves, footwear, wall or floor coverings, childcare articles, feminine hygiene products, diapers, or a molding kit for room-temperature vulcanization.
Example 2 - Restriction based on operating conditions
Entry 42 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns C10-C13 chloroalkanes, known as short-chain chlorinated kerosenes (SCCPs). Their conditions of use are restricted in terms of the concentrations to be used: "May not be placed on the market as substances or as constituents of other substances or preparations in concentrations higher than 1% for metalworking and leather greasing".
Example 3 - Restriction based on risk management measures
Entry 46 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns Nonylphenol. Among other things, it is restricted to "industrial and institutional cleaning". However, two exceptions are granted: "closed and controlled dry-cleaning systems in which the cleaning liquid is recycled or incinerated", and "cleaning systems with special treatment in which the cleaning liquid is recycled or incinerated".Techniques de l'Ingénieur

Example 4 - Restriction on industrial use
Entry 41 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns Hexachloroethane. This chloroalkane, used mainly in the aluminum metallurgy industry, "may not be used in the manufacture or processing of non-ferrous metals".
Example 5 - Restriction for professional use
Entry 59 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns Dichloromethane. Among other restrictions, paint strippers containing dichloromethane in a concentration equal to or greater than 0.1% by weight must not "be used by professionals after June 6, 2012". Note that the definition of "professionals" for this use is specified as: "any natural or legal person, including salaried employees and self-employed workers, who carries out paint stripping work as part of their professional activity outside an industrial facility".
Example 6 - Targeted consumer restrictions
Entry 5 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns dibutyltin compounds (DBT). Among other things, these "shall not be used after January 1,2012 in mixtures and articles intended for supply to the general public where their concentration in the mixture, article or part thereof exceeds the equivalent of 0.1% by weight of tin". Note that the 0.1% concentration limit is often used, and should therefore in most cases be interpreted as a prohibition with a tolerance linked to the detection limit.
Example 7 - Targeted restrictions on certain consumer items
Entry 51 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) No. 276/2010, which amends REACh) concerns the phthalates di (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP), dibutyl phthalate (DBP) and butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP). "Toys and childcare articles containing these phthalates in a concentration greater than 0.1% by mass of plasticized material may not be placed on the market". Note that this does not specify "part of an article"; it therefore refers to a concentration limit in the plastics of the toy taken as a whole.
Example 8 - Total restriction
Entry 6 of Annex XVII of the REACh Regulation concerns asbestos fibers. "The placing on the market and use of these fibers and articles to which they have been deliberately added are prohibited.
Example 9 - Restricted to certain business sectors
Entry 23 of Annex XVII of the REACh Regulation concerns cadmium. Articles 5 and 6 restrict the use of cadmium in surface treatments ("cadmium plating"). However, according to article 7, "these restrictions do not apply to products and components of products used in aeronautics, aerospace, mining, offshore and nuclear applications, which require a high degree of safety, as well as to safety components in road and agricultural vehicles, trains and ships; to electrical contacts, whatever their sector of use, for reasons of reliability of the equipment on which they are installed".Techniques de l'Ingénieur

Example 10 - Restriction waivers
Derogation from the application deadline. Entry 5 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) N° 276/2010 which amends REACh) concerns dibutyltin compounds (DBT). The restriction for consumers benefits from a few derogations, for which an additional four-year period has been granted (postponed to January 1,2015). For example: in "paints and coatings containing DBT compounds as catalysts when applied to articles".
Derogation by a Member State. Entry 59 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) N° 276/2010 which amends REACh) concerns Dichloromethane. Among other things, it is banned as a paint stripper for professional use (see example 5). However, by way of derogation, "Member States may authorize, on their territory and for certain activities, the use of paint strippers containing dichloromethane by professionals who have received specific training, and may authorize the placing on the market of this type of paint stripper for the supply of these professionals". It should be noted that additional conditions have been added to this entry in Annex XVII to provide guarantees when applying such a derogation.
Derogation for a specific function. Entry 23 of Annex XVII (in Regulation (EU) N° 276/2010 which amends REACh) concerns Cadmium and its compounds. Article 1 stipulates that "the following substances and preparations may not be used to color finished articles manufactured from: polyvinyl chloride (PVC)...". However, Article 2 provides for a derogation for safety-related functions: "Paragraph 1 does not apply to products intended to be colored for safety reasons".
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